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CHESTER-LE-STREET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Council  Chambers, 

Chester-le-Street. 


The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Chester-le-Street  Urban  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1961. 

From  the  statistics  we  see  that  there  was  a fall  in  the  Death 
Rate  and  in  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  whilst  the  Still-Birth  Rate 
rose  considerably  as  did  the  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate. 
The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  showed  a sharp 
rise  mainly  due  to  measles.  Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
were  almost  double  the  figure  for  the  previous  year  (11  as  compared 
with  6). 

Factors  of  note  regarding  environmental  conditions  arc  the 
continued,  although  still  limited,  use  of  Improvement  Grants  to 
provide  amenities  to  older  houses,  the  improvement  in  the  hygienic 
standard  in  many  food  shops  and  a start  on  the  road  towards 
cleaner  air.  To  obtain  a satisfactory  standard  in  all  these  spheres 
is  the  aim  of  your  Public  Health  Inspector. 

In  years  gone  by  it  was  usual  to  summarize  the  state  of  health 
of  the  Community  — satisfactory,  poor,  etc.,  This  was  mainly  based 
on  vital  statistics  available  for  the  district  and  the  amount  of 
infectious  diseases  was  a big  factor  in  assessing  the  position.  On  this 
assessm.ent  it  might  be  possible  to  apply  the  words,  reasonably 
satisfactory,  to  the  state  of  public  health  in  the  district.  However, 
it  is  doubtful  whether  the  same  could  be  said  if  we  look  carefully 
into  the  increasing  amiount  of  lung  cancer,  the  increasing  deaths 
from  coronary  artery  disease  and  the  amount  of  emotional  disorder 
and  psychosomatic  illness  despite  the  increased  expectation  of  life. 

1 wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  all  members  of  the  Council 
for  their  continued  support  and  help  and  also  the  various  members 
of  the  Staff  for  their  efforts  during  the  year. 

Yours  faithfully. 
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.1.  L.  SIDDLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 


Medical  Officer  o f Health  : — 

JOHN  LANGLEY  SIDDLE,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h. 
(Joint  appointment  with  R.D.C.  and  Durham  C.C.) 


Public  Health  Inspector  : — 

PHILIP  McKENNA,  m.a.p.h.i. 


Rodent  Officer  : — 

JOHN  KNOX 


Clerical  Staff : — 


DOROTHY  M.  SMITH 


SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  LOCAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

1st  April,  1961  — 31st  March,  1962 

Area  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,656  acres 


Population  estimated  mid-year  1961 

. . 18,930 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

6,455 

terrace  houses 

2,100 

detached  houses 

207 

semi-detached 

1,027 

farm  houses  and  cottages  . . 

13 

houses  and  shops  combined 

59 

council  houses 

3,049 

Rateable  Value 

. . £183,879 

Estimated  product  of  the  penny  rate 

£732 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid-year  population  for 
1961  was  18,930  as  compared  with  18,770  for  1960. 


Population  1951  Census — 18,538 


Population  1961  Census  — 18,948  (Preliminary  Report) 


There  has  been  a rise  of  410  in  the  population  in  the  past  10 
years.  The  natural  increase  in  population  (excess  of  births  over 
deaths)  in  the  same  10  years  has  been  606. 


The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  district  in  1951  was 
5,411  which  being  occupied  by  18,538  persons  gives  an  average  of 
3.4  persons  per  house. 


In  1961  there  were  6,455  houses  occupied  by  18,948  persons, 
showing  an  average  of  2.9  persons  per  house. 


For  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  the  average  number  of 
persons  per  house  in  1961  was  3.1. 


Births 

There  were  294  live  births  during  1960  as  compared  with  289 
in  1961.  The  respective  Birth  Rates  being  15.7  in  1960  and  15.4 
in  1961. 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

161 

117 

278 

Illegitimate 

Illegitimate  live  births  were  3.8 
per  cent  of  total  live  births 

Still  Births 

7 

4 

11  289 

Legitimate 

4 

6 

10 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 11 

Still  birth  rate  per  1 ,000  total 
live  and  still  births  36.6. 
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Deaths 

The  number  of  deaths  during  1961  was  258  compared  with  271 
in  1960.  The  Crude  Death  Rate  for  1960  was  14.4  and  13.6  for 
1961. 


Causes  of  Death 


Table  2. 


All  Causes 

Tuberculosis  respiratory 
Syphilitic  disease 

Malignant  Neoplasm  — Stomach  . . 

Lung  bronchus 

Breast 

Uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . 

Coronary  disease — Angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


MaleFemale  Total 
126  132  258 


4 1 5 

2—2 

5 2 7 

11  — 11 

— 44 

— 22 

5 15  20 

— 1 1 

— 22 

16  18  34 

36  32  68 

6 2 8 

5 8 13 

6 8 14 

6 13  19 

6 3 9 

1 2 3 

— 33 

— 22 

2—2 
8 11  19 

5—5 
1 3 4 

1 — 1 


The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year  — 


Table  3. 


19 

61 

1960 

Causes  of  Death 

No.  of 
deaths 

Per  cent 
of  Total 
deaths 

No.  of 
deaths 

Per  cent 
of  Total 
deaths 

1 . Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory 
System 

137 

53.1 

143 

52.8 

2.  Cancer  . . 

45 

17.4 

42 

15.5 

3.  Respiratory  Diseases  . . 

31 

12.10 

36 

13.3 

4.  Violence — 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  5-3  . . 

Other  Violent  Causes  5-7  . . 

10 

3.8 

10 

3.7 

5.  Tuberculosis  . . 

5 

1.9 

1 

.37 
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BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1961 


Rate  per 

1,000  live 

Births 

JO  jnaX  1 aapun 
sqt^aa  jnjox 

21.6 

23.3 

20.7 

j 

Annual  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

OSBOSip  tJBOq 
OlJOJOpSOTJOtJB 
pUB  XJBUOJ03 

2.07 

2.22 

3.59 

snqouojg 
‘Sunx  uisB|doo^ 
jUBuSqBjAl 

0.49 

0.42 

0.58 

sitqBqdooua 
-oijod  Tp  snip 
-Xuioqo j ojndv 

o o o 

o o o 

d d d 

(SUIJOJ  IP) 

sisoinojsqnx 

0.07 

0.08 

0.26 

Bzuanyuj 

0.15 

0.05 

0.00 

Biuomnauji 

0.65 

0.64 

1.0 

q§no3  Suidooq^ 

o o o 

o o o 

d d d 

BuoqjqdiQ 

o o o 

o o o 

d d d 

S3snB3  tiv 

12.0 

11.2 

13.6 

Rate  per 
1,000  Total 
Births 

sqyia  nos 

19.1 

22.2 

36.6 

Rate  per 
1,000  Total 
Population 

sqyig  OAiq 

17.4 

17.4 

15.4 

England  and  Wales  . . 

Durham  County 

Chester-le-Street 

There  was  a fall  in  the  number  of  deaths  in  1961  as  compared 
with  1960  — from  271  to  258. 

As  has  been  the  case  for  many  years  diseases  of  the  Heart  and 
circulatory  system  were  at  the  top  of  the  list,  being  responsible 
for  53.1  per  cent,  of  all  deaths.  This  is  much  the  same  as  from  1960 
when  it  was  52.8  per  cent. 

Coronary  artery  disease  was  responsible  for  more  than  a quarter 
of  all  the  deaths  (26.3  per  cent.). 

Deaths  from  cancer  showed  little  change  compared  with  1960 
being  responsible  for  17.4  per  cent,  of  all  deaths  as  against  15.5  per 
cent,  for  1961.  Of  these  deaths  there  were  11  due  to  lung  cancer, 
all  of  which  were  males. 

Deaths  under  the  heading  of  Violence  — Road  traffic  accidents 
etc.  showed  no  change. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  which  has  in  the  past  two  years  only 
been  responsible  for  2 deaths  again  showed  that  it  has  not  yet  been 
conquered  by  causing  5 deaths  in  1961. 


1961  — Proportional  Distribution  of  Deaths 
shown  Diagramatically 
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Infantile  Mortality 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  1961  was  20.7  which  is  slightly 
better  than  for  the  previous  year  (23.8). 


Table 

Cause  of  Death 
Prematurity 
Prematurity 
Prematurity 
Congenital  defect 
Broncho-pneumonia  . . 
Pneumonia 


Age  at  Death 
2 minutes 
5 minutes 
7 hours 
19  hours 

4 months 

5 months 


Of  the  six  deaths  all  of  which  were  males  only  two  survived 
more  than  a week. 


In  two  cases  the  deaths  could  be  placed  in  the  “preventable 
death”  category.  This  is  of  course  purely  on  the  death  certificate 
diagnosis  and  further  investigation  might  show  otherwise. 

There  was  one  death  of  an  illegitimate  child  under  one  year 
of  age. 


Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 

..  13.8 

Early  neonatal  Mortality  Rate 

..  13.8 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

5.0 

Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  under  this  heading. 

SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA 

(1)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle,  is  in  the  New 
Institute  of  Pathology  at  the  General  Hospital,  Newcastle. 

The  Director  is  Dr.  J.  H.  Hale. 


The  Laboratory  continued  to  provide  help  in  carrying  out 
bacteriological  examinations  of  various  samples  (Water,  Ice-cream 
etc.)  submitted  by  the  Health  Department. 

(2)  Local  Health  Authority  Services 

The  Administrative  County  is  divided  up  into  twelve  areas, 
Chester-le-Street  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  forming  No.  4 Area. 
For  each  area,  a Health  Sub-Committee  has  been  appointed  to 
exercise  on  behalf  of  the  County  Health  Committee,  certain  functions 
relating  to  services  under  the  National  Health  Services  Act,  1946. 
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I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Statistics  concerning  the  services  in  this  part  of  the  report. 

(a)  Health  Visitor  Service 

The  number  of  health  visitors  in  the  district  is  two  and  the 
following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  by  them  during  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1961. 


Domiciliary  Visits 

1.  Maternity  and  childwelfare  ..  4,319 

2.  Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . 272 

3.  Mental  deficiency  . . . . . . 142 

4.  Schools  . . . . . . . . . . 227 

5.  General  health  . . . . . . . . 58 

6.  Aged  people  ..  ..  ..  187 

Summary 

Ineffective  visits  . . . . . . . . 714 

Total  number  of  visits  . . . . . . 5,919 

Number  of  effective  visits  . . . . . . 5,205 

Time  (as  days)  spent  on  visits  (routine,  other 

and  ineffective)  . . . . . . . . 233 

Average  daily  number  of  effective  visits  per 

health  visitor  . . . . . . . . 22 

Clinic,  etc.,  work 
Time  (as  days)  spent — 

(a)  at  maternity  and  child  welfare  centres  185 

(b)  at  chest  clinics  . . . . . . . . 3 

(c)  at  school  head  to  head  inspections  . . 10 

(d)  at  school  medical  inspections  . . 3 

(e)  at  special  schools  . . . . . . 24 


^b)  Clinics 

The  Mains  Farm  House,  West  Lane  Clinic  is  used  to  provide 
accommodation  for  various  clinics  run  by  the  County  Council  : 
Telephone  No.  Chester-le-Street  3286. 

Ante-natal 
Relaxation 
Child  Welfare 
Birth  Control 
Post-natal 
Artificial  Sunlight 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

National  dried  milk,  orange  juice,  cod  liver  oil  and  vitamin 
tablets  are  distributed  from  the  Welfare  Centre  as  follows  : — 

Tuesday  — all  day 
Friday  — afternoon  only 

(c)  Domiciliary,  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  Services 

This  is  a Durham  County  Council  Service.  Working  in  the 
district  there  are  2 district  nurses  and  3 district  midwives. 
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A summary  of  work  done  is  given  below  ; — 
Midwifery 

No.  of  wives  employed  . . . . . . 3 

Work  undertaken  during  year — 

Midwifery  cases  . . . . . . . . 88 

Maternity  cases  . . . . . . . . 16 

Hospital  discharges  . . . . . . 52 


Home  Nursing 


Maternal 

Infectious 

Staff 

Medical 

Surgical 

Tubercu  losis 

Compli- 

Other 

Diseases 

Total 

cat] 

ons 

Cases 

Visits 

Cases 

Visits 

Cases 

Visits 

Cases 

Visits 

Visits 

Cases 

Visits 

Cases 

Visits 

2 District 

Nurses 

137 

3,915 

33 

830 

9 

613 

2 

22 

194 

1 

16 

182 

5,590 

Included  in  this  table — 

Patients  65  years  and  over  . . 107  cases  with  3,263  visits 

Patients  under  5 years  . . . . 7 cases  with  153  visits 

Visits  for  injections  only  . . 1,364 

(d)  Ambulance  Service 

The  Chester-le-Street  Urban  District  is  served  principally  by 
the  Ambulance  Depot  situated  at  Osborne  Road,  Chester-le-Street. 
This  depot  has  an  establishment  of  1 Depot  Superintendent,  11 
driver-attendants  and  5 vehicles.  The  depot  operates  from  8 a.m. — 
8 p.m.  Monday  to  Friday,  8 a.m. — 4 p.m.  Saturday  and  is  closed  on 
Sundays.  The  remainder  of  each  24  hours  is  covered  by  vehicles 
from  the  Durham,  New  Plerrington  or  Stanley  depots.  Overall 
control  is  exercised  by  a Central  Control  at  Durham  where,  by  a 
system  of  direct  telephone  lines  and  radio,  close  supervision  is  kept 
on  vehicles  operating  in  all  parts  of  the  county,  thus  enabling  any 
area  to  be  reinforced  as  necessary. 

All  requests  for  ambulance  transport  in  the  area  are  made  to 
the  Central  Control  at  Durham,  where  a 24-hour  service  is  main- 
tained. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Chester- 
le-Street  depot  during  the  year,  but  it  should  be  noted  that  these 
figures  will  include  patients  from  areas  other  than  the  urban  district 
and  that  the  conveyance  of  patients  residing  in  the  urban  district 
is  not  restricted  to  the  Chester-le-Street  depot,  but  may  be  under- 
taken by  vehicles  from  other  depots  passing  through  the  area. 
Last  year’s  figures  are  given  in  brackets. 


Patients  carried 

Journeys 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

Total 

Mileage 

4,436 

(5,098) 

2,174 

(2,259) 

14,992 

(15,947) 

17,166 

(18,206) 

97,684 

(102,887) 
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(e)  Domestic  Help 

Domestic  Helps  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  where 
necessary  in  cases  of  sickness,  childbirth,  infirmity  or  other  house- 
hold emergencies. 


Cases  attended  1.1.61  . . . . . . . . 68 

New  cases  during  year  . . . . . . 41 

Cases  terminated  . . . . . . . . . . 40 

Cases  attended  on  31.12.61  . . . . . . 69 

Number  of  home  helps  employed  during  year  . . 77 

Number  of  cases  provided  during  year — 

(a)  Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers)  . . 3 

(b)  Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

(c)  Chronic  sick  (including  aged  and  infirm)  . . 97 

(d)  Others  . . . . . . . . . . 7 


(f)  Prevention  of  Illness  and  After-Care 

Under  this  section  of  the  National  Health  Service  the  Durham 
County  Council  supply  nursing  requisites  on  loan  to  those  needing 
them.  A fee  is  charged,  the  assessment  of  which  depends  on 
income  and  type  of  article  borrowed.  All  these  articles  are  stored 
in  Durham  City  and  have  to  be  brought  out  to  the  place  where 
they  are  required. 

(g)  School  Health  Service 

The  School  Health  Service  is  run  by  the  Durham  County 
C ouncil  from  headquarters  in  Durham  City. 

The  nearest  clinic  for  Chester-le-Street  schoolchildren  is  )at 
Birtley.  The  clinic  is  open  daily  and  is  attended  on  Monday  and 
Wednesday  by  a School  Medical  Officer. 

Routine  medical  inspections  of  children  are  carried  out  in  the 
schools  by  a School  Medical  Officer. 

(3)  Hospital  Services 

The  population  of  the  district  is  in  the  main  dealt  with  by  the 
Durham  Group  of  Hospitals.  The  hospitals  situated  in  Chester-le- 
Street  are  the  GeneraljHospital  and  Infectious  Diseases)Hospital. 

The  General  Hospital  in  Chester-le-Street  caters  for  both 
acute  and  chronic  illnesses. 

(4)  Executive  Council  Service 

The  Executive  Council  for  the  County  of  Durham  is  the  body 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  General  Practitioner 
Services  in  the  District. 
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The  General  Practitioner  Services  consist  of  the  Family  Doctor 
Service,  the  General  Dental  Service,  the  Pharmaceutical  Service 
and  the  Supplementary  Ophthalmic  Service,  each  providing  the 
patient  with  the  individual  attention  needed.  These  services  are 
available  to  all  civilians  according  to  their  medical  need. 

(5)  Health  Education 

The  sound  film,  projector  made  available  by  the  County  Council 
for  use  by  district  Medical  Officers  of  Health  was  used  during  the 
year. 


Leaflets  and  posters  were  distributed  and  support  was  given 
to  National  Cam.paigns. 

The  booklet  “ Better  Health  ” was  sent  out  as  in  previous  years. 

The  Council  during  the  year  supported  the  National  Society  of 
Non-Smokers  in  their  effort  to  confine  sm^oking  to  upper  decks  of 
’buses  and  also  supported  attempts  to  reduce  the  risk  of  suffocation 
by  misuse  of  polythene  bags. 

Plastic  notices  regarding  Venereal  Diseases  v/ere  fixed  in  public 
conveniences.  Such  notices  are  soon  defaced  or  removed  and  have 
at  intervals  to  be  replaced. 

(6)  National  Assistance  Act  1948 

It  was  not  found  necessary  during  the  year  to  use  this  Act 
for  removal  of  anyone  from  insanitary  conditions. 

(7)  Aged  Persons  Hostel  Accommodation 

Delay  in  offering  accommodation  still  continues. 

The  problem  of  those  persons  who  are  not  considered  by  the 
hospital  staff  as  hospital  cases  nor  by  the  County  Council  staff  as 
suitable  hospital  cases  crops  up  from  time  to  time.  The  case  has 
frequently  been  put  for  a “ half-way”  house  and  this  seems  to  be 
the  only  answer  since  those  affected  certainly  cannot  be  looked 
after  adequately  by  a part-time  home  help. 

^8)  Physically  Handicapped 

The  Club  for  Physically  Handicapped  which  has  been  mentioned 
in  the  report  for  the  last  three  years  has  continued  to  thrive. 

SECTION  C. 

1.  Water 

Water  is  supplied  in  the  district  by  the  Durham  County  Water 
Board. 
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The  supply  during  1961  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality 
and  quantity. 

17  samples  were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination  all  of 
which  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

One  samples  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  by  the  public 
analyst  was  also  satisfactory. 

All  the  population  is  supplied  by  the  public  water  mains  direct 
to  the  dwelling  houses. 

2.  Closet  Accommodation 

The  small  number  of  ash  closets  (22)  remaining  in  the  town 
are  those  which  for  some  reason  cannot  be  converted  to  the  water 
carriage  system. 

Ash  Pits 

Only  a few  of  these  now  remain  in  the  town. 

3.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

During  the  year  the  sewage  disposal  works  continued  to  cope 
with  the  added  load  of  Grange  Villa. 

Meanwhile  the  staff  which  is  now  working  under  a new  sewage 
works  manager  are  keeping  close  watch  on  the  situation. 

Whilst  the  actual  work  on  the  extensions  had  not  begun  during 
the  year  1961  it  is  under  way  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report. 

4.  Clean  Air  Act  1956 

During  the  year  the  Council  agreed  to  a pilot  scheme  for  a 
Clean  Air  Zone  in  th  e town.  The  selected  area  is  to  be  that  bounded 
on  the  North  side  by  Waldridge  Road,  on  the  East  by  the  Main 
Railway  Line,  on  the  South  by  the  Southburn  Dene  and  on  the 
West  by  the  Urban/Rural  Districts  Boundary.  This  is  approx- 
imately 170  acres  involving  722  properties. 

Much  work  is  necessary  in  connection  with  the  creation  of 
Clean  Air  Zones  and  considerable  supervision  will  be  necessary 
afterwards  to  ensure  that  contraventions  do  not  take  place. 

Apparatus  for  measuring  the  degree  of  atmospheric  pollution 
was  approved  and  installed  in  the  Health  Department  durin  g the 
year. 


The  incinerator  for  disposal  of  trade  refuse  was  installed  durin 
the  year. 
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This  means  that  no  refuse  is  now  burnt  at  the  tips  on  the 
South  Approach  road  with  a resulting  improvement  in  atmospheric 
conditions. 

5.  Other  Matters  investigated 
Noisy  Milk  Delivery 

A complaint  regarding  noise  associated  with  early  mdlk  delivery 
was  sent  to  the  Council. 

The  Noise  Abatement  Act  1960  only  gives  limited  power  to 
Local  Authorities  and  it  was  not  felt  that  legal  action  could  be 
taken  in  this  case. 

One  answer  to  this  problem  would  seem  to  be  the  use  of  milk 
cartons.  The  use  of  such  cartons  would  result  in  less  broken  glass 
over  the  country-side  besides  putting  an  end  to  complaints  about 
dirty  milk  bottles. 

River  Wear 

Investigations  into  the  bacterial  content  of  the  river  water 
continued.  No  organisms  of  the  enteric,  food  poisoning  or 
dysentery  groups  were  isolated  at  the  laboratory. 

INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OCT  BY  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 


Number 

of 

Inspections 

Number  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Served 

Number  of 
Statutory 
Notices 
Served 

Defects 

Remedied 

after 

Notice 

Housing  : 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Act  

609 

55 

4 

63 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Defective 

20 

12 

— 

8 

Drainage  

105 

13 

— 

14 

Water  Supply 

18 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Premises 

213 

— 

— 

— 

Shops  Act  

28 

4 

— 

4 

Dairies 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughter  Houses  : 

Public  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Private  

16 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans,  etc 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  and  Workplaces  

47 

9 

— 

11 

Keeping  of  Animals  

4 

— 

— 

— 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and  Receptacles  

64 

44 

1 

36 

Offensive  accumulations  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances  & Clean  Air  Act  

17 

— 

— 

— 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  PestsAct,  1949  

883 

1 

— 

1 

Public  Houses  and  Clubs  

12 

1 



2 

F arms  

5 

4 

Stalls  and  Mobile  Shops  

106 

Food  Inspections  

143 

' — 

— 

— 

Total  

2,293 

144 

5 

140 

16 


6.  RATS  and  MICE  (Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests)  Act,  1949 
Report  for  12  months  ended  31st  December,  1961 


(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(inc. 

Council 

Houses) 

(3) 

A 11  Other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols  (1) 

(2)  & (3) 

(5) 

Agri- 

cultural 

1 . Number  of  properties  in  Local  Authority’s 
District  - 

143 

252 

802 

7,197 

13 

2.  Number  of  properties  inspected  as  a result 
of  ; 

(a)  Notification  

13 

14 

1 

28 

1 

fb)  Survey  

28 

335 

97 

460 

— 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g . when  visited  prim- 
arilyfor  some  other  purpose)  

— 

— 

13 

13 

— 

3.  Total  inspections  carried  out  including 
re-inspections  

378 

335 

101 

834 

— 

4.  Number  of  properties  inspected  (in  Sec. 

1 1 which  were  found  to  be  infested  by  : 

(a)  Rats  1 Major 

6 

6 

)>  Minor  

4 

35 

10 

49 

1 

(b)  Mice  1 Major 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

J Minor  

— 

33 

8 

41 

— 

5 . Number  of  infested  properties  (in  Sec.  4) 
treated  bv  Local  Authoritv  

10 

70 

18 

98 

1 

6.  Total  treatments  carried  out  including 
re-treatments  

371 

349 

1 16 

836 

— 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1957 

PART  ONE  OF  THE  ACT 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  the 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

1 . Factories  in  which  Sections  1 , 2,  3,  4 and 

6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authority 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  1 , on  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  Imcal  Authority 

47 

47 

9 

— 

3.  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (exclud- 
ing out-workers’  premises)  

4 

„ 

- 

Total  

51 

47 

9 

— 

2 . — CASP2S  in  which  defects  were  found . 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  inwhicl 

1 defects  were  found 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : — 

Insufficient  

9 

9 

— 

5 

Unsuitable  or  defective  

Not  separate  for  sexes  

Total  

9 

9 

— 

5 
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SECTION  D . 

HOUSING 

There  were  43  council  houses  completed  during  the  year 
consisting  of  39  three-bedroomed  houses  and  4 flats.  Private 
builders  completed  72  houses  in  the  district. 


Houses  Built  since  1952 


1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

Total 

New  Permanent 
Council  Houses 

91 

140 

111 

109 

108 

116 

129 

122 

70 

43 

1,109 

Re-lets 

63 

59 

81 

72 

48 

49 

101 

76 

118 

146 

813 

Private 

4 

8 

9 

11 

36 

14 

8 

23 

39 

72 

233 

Rehousing 

Rehousing  on  medical  priority  was  carried  out  for  6 families 
during  the  year.  Only  1 1 families  were  rehoused  from  condemned 
property.  The  figures  for  rehousing  from  condemned  property  for 
the  past  4 years  are  as  follows  : — 

1958  . . iOl 

1959  . . 47 

1960  . . 30 

1961  ..  11 

The  waiting  period  for  a council  house  for  persons  on  the 
ordinary  list  is  slightly  less  than  10  years. 

Slum  Clearance 

During  the  year  no  further  Clearance  Areas  were  declared  ; 
62  houses  were  condemned  during  the  year.  All  of  these  were  brought 
forward  by  your  Public  Health  Inspector  as  individual  unfit  houses. 

Improvement  Grants 

Your  Public  Health  Inspector  dealt  with  19  applications  for 
Improvement  Grants  during  the  year.  All  the  19  were  agreed  to 
by  the  Council. 

Increased  use  of  this  procedure  could  bring  many  more  of  the 
houses  in  the  town  up  to  modern  standards. 

Improvements — Council  Houses 

When  one  thinks  of  Improvement  Grants  it  is  invariably  with 
private  property  in  mind  and  the  fact  that  a few  council  houses  do 
not  have  bathrooms  invariably  escapes  notice.  Fifty  council  houses 
built  during  the  first  world  war  do  not  in  fact  have  bathrooms 
and  the  council  decided  to  provide  this  necessity  together  with  an 
inside  W.C.  When  these  houses  have  been  dealt  with  all  council 
houses  will  then  have  a bathroom. 

18 


SECTION  E . 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD 

PREMISES. 

Under  this  heading  comes  a considerable  part  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspector’s  work. 

The  Inspector  acting  for  the  protection  of  the  public,  continually 
carries  out  routine  and  special  inspections  of  food  premises  in  the 
town. 

He  also  inspects  food  stuffs  and  condemns  any  found  unfit 
for  human  consumption. 

The  hygienic  standard  in  food  shops  has  improved  considerably 
in  recent  years.  The  “ self  service”  type  of  shops  have  resulted  in 
the  increased  use  of  prepacked  goods  and  a reduction  in  handling 
of  loose  foodstuffs.  Foods  such  as  butter,  lard,  tea,  sugar,  currants 
“^nd  raisins  are  displayed  in  the  prepacked  state  and  retailed  in  these 
packets.  No  longer  are  such  foods  seen  exposed  in  open  sacks 
and  boxes. 

Refrigeration  has  also  helped  to  keep  foods  clean  and  hygienic. 

The  foods  most  likely  to  carry  food  poisoning  to  the  consumer 
are  those  which  still  need  to  be  cut  and  handled  by  the  retailer — 
cooked  meats,  pies  etc.,  and  care  is  still  needed  in  handling  such 
foods. 

The  change  to  prepacking  does  put  m^ore  emphasis  on  hygiene 
at  the  packing  station.  In  two  cases  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  the  cause  of  the  complaint  was  obviously 
due  to  lack  of  care  at  the  factory— wasps  in  canned  plums  and  a 
cigarette  end  in  potato  crisps. 

Dirty  Milk  bottles  once  again  gave  rise  to  complaints.  The 
Public  Health  Inspector  is  involved  in  considerable  interrogation 
and  investigation  in  each  case. 

The  bottlers  invariably  quote  figures  of  bottles  dealt  with  each 
day  (39,000)  and  point  out  hov/  few  complaints  are  received. 

Nevertheless  the  position  will  not  be  satisfactory  until  there  are 
no  complaints. 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods 

There  are  now  no  Slaughterhouses  operating  in  the  district.  All 
meat  sold  in  the  district  is  brought  from  slaughterhouses  outside 
the  area. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  & Food  have  published  a Code  of  Practice  entitled  “ The 
Hygienic  Transport  and  Handling  of  Meat,”  and  provided  all 
concerned  had  regard  to  this  Code  there  would  be  little  reason  to 
worry  about  the  increased  transportation  entailed  by  the  closure  of 
all  slaughterhouses.  Unfortunately  familiarity  tends  to  lead  to  a 
reduction  in  standards  which  can  only  be  kept  at  a reasonable  level 
by  the  continued  vigilance  of  your  Public  Health  Inspector. 

ice  Cream 

Many  more  samples  were  taken  by  your  Inspector  during  the 
year  because  of  the  number  of  unsatisfactory  reports  received. 

The  standard  used  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  is  unfort- 
unately not  a legal  standard  and  can  only  be  used  as  an  indication 
that  the  premises  or  method  of  production  need  to  be  investigated 
from,  a hygienic  viewpoint. 

The  sale  of  ice  cream  in  the  Summer  months  increases  to  such 
an  extent  that  production  methods  tend  to  become  less  careful  and 
require  stringent  surveillance  by  your  Inspector. 

SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 

Notifications  received  during  the  year  numbered  302  as 
compared  with  45  for  1960.  The  reason  for  the  high  increase  was 
due  to  the  increase  in  measles  notifications. 

Measles 

The  number  of  cases  of  measles  notified  showed  that  this  was  a 
measles  year.  The  figure  for  1960  was  14  and  for  1961  it  was  282. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Only  1 case  was  notified  during  1961^ — there  were  no  cases  in 
1960. 

Diphtheria 

It  is  now  12  years  since  a case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  in  the 
district. 
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Very  few  of  the  present  mothers  have  had  any  experience  of 
diphtheria.  However,  the  combination  of  vaccines  for  preventive 
treatment  has  ensured  that  many  children  who  would  not  have  been 
protected  against  diphtheria  alone  get  the  protection  in  combination. 

Vaccines  are  now  obtainable  to  protect  against  whooping  cough, 
diphtheria,  and  tetanus,  singly,  two  together  or  all  three  combined. 

Most  mothers,  wishing  to  protect  their  children  mainly  against 
one  disease — and  it  is  often  only  whooping  cough,  a disease  known 
to  the  mother,  which  worries  her — decide  to  have  the  triple  vaccine 
since  the  number  of  injections  is  the  same  as  if  the  single  vaccine 
were  to  be  used. 

The  immunisation  figures  for  diphtheria  for  the  last  three  years 
are  as  follows 


1959  1960  1961 

Primary  Immunisation  0-15  years  ..  61  27  300 

Booster  doses  . . . . . . . . 100  75  127 

The  numiber  of  children  0 — 15  years  who  received  a full  course 
of  immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1961  was  2,819 
(Under  5 — 845.  5—1 5 — 1 ,974). 

Poliomyelitis 

For  the  third  successive  year  no  cases  have  been  notified  in  the 
district. 

Vaccination  against  the  disease  has  been  carried  out  throughout 
the  year  by  General  Practitioners  and  Durham  County  Council 
Medical  Staff. 

A mobile  van  was  used  in  March  and  April  in  an  effort  to 
increase  the  numbers  protected.  The  numiber  of  injections  given  at 
the  visits  were  423  and  487. 

Unfortunately  towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  vaccine  position 
became  somewhat  restricted  so  that  the  numtbers  protected  fell. 
Information  was  received  towards  the  end  of  the  year  that  an  oral 
vaccine  would  be  available  early  in  1962. 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  oral  vaccine  is  in  full  use  and  many 
mothers  who  were  loath  to  subject  their  child  to  further  “ pricks  ” 
are  willingly  agreeing  to  the  oral  vaccine. 

Whooping  Cough 

There  were  no  cases  notified  during  the  year. 
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This  is  the  first  year  since  the  disease  was  made  notifiable  in 
1939  that  no  cases  have  been  notified. 

Whilst  no  special  campaign  for  immunisation  against  whooping 
cough  has  been  carried  out,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  number  of 
babies  now  being  protected  is  higher  than  ever  before. 

The  increase  in  numbers  was  of  course  helped  by  the 
introduction  of  the  combined  vaccines. 

However,  before  giving  too  much  credit  to  immunisation  I 
think  we  must  await  the  figures  for  a few  years  to  come. 

The  number  of  children  who  received  protection  against 
whooping  cough  either  singly  or  in  combination  during  1961  was 
277. 

Tuberculosis 

The  figures  for  1961  show  that  we  must  not  be  complacent  about 
the  improved  position  that  has  been  achieved  in  the  past  decade  or  so. 

During  1960  new  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
reached  a lowest  ever  figure  of  6 with  no  non-pulmonary  cases  for 
the  first  time  ever  and  only  1 death.  Unfortunately  these  figures 
showed  a turn  for  the  worse  in  1961  when  notifications  of  pulmonary 
cases  rose  to  1 1 ; there  was  one  case  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
and  there  were  five  deaths  from  the  disease. 

These  figures  I consider  are  only  a temporary  upset  of  the 
general  downward  trend  towards  complete  elimination  of  the 
disease. 


The  figures  for  the  past  10  years  are  given  below  : — 


Year 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Notifications 

Deaths 

1952 

12 

4 

3 

— 

1953 

20 

7 

1 

1 

1954 

15 

2 

4 

— 

1955 

16 

1 

1 

— 

1956 

14 

3 

2 

1 

1957 

10 

5 

2 

— 

1958 

8 

6 

2 

1 

1959 

9 

1 

3 

— 

1960 

6 

1 

— 

— 

1961 

11 

5 

1 

— 
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Table  showing  age  and  sex  Distribution  of  New  Cases  and  Deaths 
during  1961 


Age  Groups 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year 

— 

— 



1 — 4 years 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 15  years 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- ■ 

1 6 — 24  years 

— 

1 

— 



25 — 44  years 

1 

2 

— 



1 

45 — 64  years 

3 

2 

— 



2 

65 — 74  years 

I 

— 

— 

— 

1 

75  years  and  over  . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 



Total 

- 

5 

6 

1 

— 

5 

— 

— 

B.C.G. 

The  B.C.G.  scheme  for 
continued  for  the  sixth  year. 


vaccination  of  school  leavers 


was 


The  figures  were  as  follows  : — 


School 

Number 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Number 

Positive 

Per  cent. 

Positive 

Number 

Vaccinated 

Grammar 

School 

91 

34 

37.0 

57 

Modern 

School 

138 

45 

32.0 

86 

R.C.  School 

14 

4 

28.0 

9 

Total 

243 

83 

34.0 

152 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1961 


mdsou 

oj  p9j:nuipY 

1 [ ^ 

suopBDgijojsj^ 

mojL 

fNl  VO  ^ — 1 ^ 

OO  r-i 

r4 

J9qUI9D9<J 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

J9qUI9AO^s[ 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

jaqopo 

1 1 1 1 1 

aaquiaid^s 

1 1 1 1 1 - 

pn§nv 

1 1 1 I ^ 1 

Xpf 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

9unf 

^ 1 1 1 1 cn 

AT3]^ 

rsj  ^ 1 < — 1 

(N  1 

ludv 

iTi  1 1 1 1 1 

ipmy^ 

S - 1 1 1 1 

XjBOiqsj 

S " 1 1 1 1 

XjunuBf 

43 

3 

2 

so§v  nv 

<vi  VO  — < '-H 

OO  — . 

<N 

dn  pu^  99 

1 1 - 1 1 ^ 

sjbsA  gg — gp 

1 " 1 1 1 

SJB9A  gp — gz 

1 N 1 1 _ 

s4^9A  gz — 91 

1 1 1 1 1 " 

g 1 — 9 

^ 1 i 1 

SJB9X  g — 1 

1 i 1 1 

jBsX  1 ppun 

= "1111 

Disease 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas  . . 

Scarlet  Fever 

Dysentery  . . 

Tuberculosis 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATION  SINCE  1952 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 
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